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A TESTI MONY from the Monthly ing of 
Seaber 7 concerning Joux A7 70 eg. 


UR dear and well-beloved Friend fobn A- 
derſon was born at Ravenſtonedale in Weft- 
morland, in the Year 1721, being Son of our aged 
and eſteemed Friends Ralph and Alics Alderſon, 
by whom he had a religious Education, both by Ex- 
ample and Precept, Which, we doubt! not, was fig- 
nally ſerviceable to him in che time of his Youth, | 
when he demeaned himſelf to them in a very eats 
ful manner, which we believe drew down the Bleſ- 
ſing of Heaven upon him. About the ninereeth 
Year of his Age, he was remarkably favoured with 
an humbling Viſitation from on high, which as be. 

yielded Obedience to, and kept under the forming | 
Hand powerfully working in him, he became fitted 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, into Which he was | 

called about twelye Years afterward ; wherein, in 4 | 
ſhort time, he grew ſkilful, and baren with un- 
wearied Diligencs, viſiting divers Parts of this Na- 
on ſeveral times. He alſo viſited Ireland and 
Scotland; ; in all which, we have great reaſon to believe 
his Labours were acceptable, and gf good Service 
to the Churches, as he was about Home, when we 
were favoured with his Company, upon many pub- 
lick Occaſions, as well as in our more ſelect Meet- 
ings; which he was diligent in the Attendance of. 
In time of Silence he was gloſe and ſteady in a fer- 


vent Trayail of Spirit before the Lord; was often 
A 2 enabled 


— 


* 


enabled to unfold the deep Myſteries of the King- 
dom, and the Work of Regeneration, and alſo ſtrong- 
y to preſs Friends to a ſteady Watchfulneſs againſt - 
the many ſubtle Wiles and — of the Ene- 
my of Man's Happineſs. 

He had a great place with, oo reach upon, both 
Friends and others, his Miniſtry being powerful and 
edifying, without affectation. His Humility and 
circumſpect ſelf-denying Life were remarkable, great- 
ly adorning the Goſpel Miniſter. He was alſo clear 
and ſtrong in the Diſcipline of the Church, and very 
helpful therein; for though his Love flowed freely 
to thoſe in Community with us, and to Mankind i in 
general, yet he was much concerned to have the 
Camp kept clean; and in order thereto, he found 
himſelf concerned to rouſe the Lukewarm and 

1 Negligent.; reprove and rebuke the Backſliders, 
Bi and Diſorderly amongſt us, with a becoming Zeal, 
accompanied with fervent Charity, which made him 
beloved of all who rightly knew him. He was much 
| inward, and ſeemed to be conſtantly waiting, to feel 
| the Motions of the holy Spirit to lead him forth in 
| | his ſeveral Services ; and had cloſely to preſs upon 
|| _ others, the Neceſſity and Advantage of frequent 
inward Retirement of Mind; knowing that to be 
4 the Way whereby he witneſſed the Renewings of 
| Wiſdom, and Strength to 22 in the Way of 
| ——... 
| | | About 4 Yer ago he was ſeized with a Diſorder 
Tt in his Breaſt or Stomach, which, notwithſtanding 
what Helps could be procured, rectigined upon him; 


nevertheleſs, in this weak di uation as to his Health, 
28 he 
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he found a Concern upon his Mind to pay another 
Viſit to Friends in ſome of the Southern Parts of this 
Nation, particularly the City of London ; which 
being laid before this Meeting, for our Approbation 
and Certificate, it made very deep Impreſſions on 
our Minds, to ſee him ſo given up and devoted to 
the great Maſter's Service under ſuch bodily Weak- 
neſs. He proceeded upon the ſaid Journey, in 
Company with our valuable Friend Anthony Maſon, 
with whom he arrived at London in the twelfth 
Month laſt; in a declining State of Health ; never- 
theleſs he attended ſome Meetings in that City; 
and by Accounts from ſome Friends there, as well 
as his Companion, he appeared in publick Teſti- 
mony, to the Comfort and Edification of many ; 
but his natural Strength continuing to decreaſe, he 
was confined to his Chamber near ſeventeen Weeks, 
and moſt part of that Time to his Bed, at our Friend 
Thomas Jackſon's, where all neceſſary Care and 
Aſſiſtance were adminiſtred to him. 5 
His Illneſs was often very painful, and bodily 
Affliction great, which he bore with exemplary Pa- 
tience and Reſignation; he was frequently viſited 
by many Friends, to whom his mouth was often 
opened in Advice, Exhortation and Encouragement, 
ſuitable to their States; which being attended with 
the living Evidence of TRUT n, it is hoped will re- 
main, and be as Bread caft upon rhe Waters, which 
may return after many Days. He divers times ex- 
preſſed, that he found Peace in giving up to anſwer 
the Requirings of his Lord and Maſter, io pay that 
laſt Viſit to the Churches ; ſaying, If be had died 


at 


TRT H. 


Mind. 


L vi J 


E home, without endeauouring to diſcharge awhat 


* believed to be his * he had died in Diſobe- 


He ofteh pole of che near - Sympathy he felt with 
his beloved and affectionate Wife, and intimated 
the tendereſt Regard for his: Children, with Deſires 
that they might be broaght up in the Way of 
His Reſignation to the ordering Hand 
of Providence was very remarkable ; for though he 
ſignified how deſirable it would be, to lay down his 
Head, and depart this Life, as in the Boſom of a 
beloved Wife, yet he was freely given up; ſaying, 
It was more to be defired to die in the Boſom of his 
dear Lord, for that he ſaw, in the Reſurrection 
they neither marry, nor are given in Marriage. 
His Underſtanding and Memory were mercifully 


preſerved clear and ſtrong to the laſt ; and though 


ſometimes he faid, He felt great Poverty of Spirit, 


yet, at other times he was graciouſly favoured with 


the Abeundings of Love and Life; which were of- 
ten comfortably felt by thoſe who viſited him. He 
was bleſſed with remarkable Serenity and Quietude 
of Mind, the preceding Part of the Day on which 
he died, declaring, He was eaſy both in Body and 


He departed this Life the 26th of the fourth 


Month, near Midnight, and his Body was interred 


in Bunhill-fields the 3oth of the ſame, after a large 
and folemn Meeting held at Dewonſhire-houſe for 
that Purpoſe ; aged near forty three, and a — 


about twelve Vears. 
Signed 


vi J 
Signed in and on Behalf of our ſaid Meet- 
ing, held at Brigflats near Sedbergh, the 
291h of the 5th Month 1764, by fifty three 
Friends, whoſe Names for Brevity's-ſake 
are omitted. | 


The faid TxzsTiMon v, on Behalf of our Friend 
John Alderſon, was read and approved at our 
Quarterly-meeting, held at Brigſluis for We/tmor- 
land by Adjournment; the 29th of the fifth Month 
1764, and ſigned by Order of the ſame, by 


Ifaac Wilſon. 


Clerk to the ſaid Meeting. 
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SOME USEFUL 


8 and Advices. 


Lo x DON, the 1 3th of the firſt Month, 1764. 


UR dear and well beloved Friend John Alder- 
' ſon, of Ravenſtonedale, finding a Concern on 
his Mind to pay a religious Viſit to Friends in the 
ſouthern Parts of this Nation; he accordingly, with the 
Unity of his Brethren, ſet forward on his Journey 
lets weak in Body) from Settle, accompanied 
with our beloved Friend Anthony Maſon, his near 
Relation. They travelled together in great Love, 
mutual Affection, and true Unity of Spirit, being 
one in a weighty Concern for the Welfare of Zion. 
—His great Care in his Journey was, 70 travail 
deeply in Spirit, to reach the Root of Life and 
Light, leſt he ſhould be drawn to miniſter to the Cra- 
vings and Affections of the People, and not to their 
true State, He was cautious in Appearance, com- 
poſed and ſettled, with a ſteady Eye to Him who 
breaks the Bread, and gives His Servants to diſpenſe 
ſuitably to the Condition of the People; and was 
faithful in adminiſtring Judgment on the tranſgreſ- 
fi ngNature. — He was likewiſe helped to preach the 
Goſpel in Simplicity, and not to mix flighty Expreſ- 

ſions and Elevations in his Miniſtry, and watchful to 
ſtand as ſhort a Time as poſſible, and to ſtop as 
ſoon as he felt the Influence of the Spirit to abate. 

—A deep Senſe was given him of the unſettled 
float- 


C2 1 


floating Diſpoſition of the People, whoſe Expectati- 
ons were more aſter Words, than the Word of eter- 
nal Life, and careful not to feed them with the Food 
they ſeemed moſt to hunger after; and at many Pla- 
ces he caution'd Miniſters againſt gratifying the . 
ples Luſt after Words. 

His Appearance in that ſolemn Duty of Prayer was 
ſhort, pertinent, and accompanied with Power and 
great Awfulneſs, eſpecially his laſt Appearance of 
that kind at Albans; where he was much favoured 
with divine Goodneſs, and ſeemed as one about to 
leave the Earth, to partake more fully of the bleſſed 
State of the Saints in Light: 

From hence he was favoured with a degree of 
Strength to reach the City, and to attend ſome Meet- 
ings of Friends. The few Teſtimonies he appeared 
in, though ſhort, were very acceptable to the Living 
amongſt us. But it pleaſed the alwiſe Diſpoſer of 
His People and Children, to viſit him with an In- 
creaſe of that bodily Weakneſs which attended him 
in his Journey; nevertheleſs the Lord, in divine 
Goodneſs, whoſe tender Mercies fail not them who 
love Him and keep His Commandments, eminent- 
ly ſupported and comforted him, in the midſt of his 
Afflictions, with the' Conſolation of His bleſſed Spi- 
rit, which was of more Value to his travailing Soul, 
than thouſands of Gold or Silver, or the Conſidera- 
tion of any periſhing Object. A Senſe of the con- 
tinued Goodneſs of God, who had been with him 
all his Life long, had en his Backllidings, re- 
ſtored and preſerved him from falling a Prey to the 
Enemy of Souls, greatly humbled and bowed his 
_— Spirit 
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Spirit, in Thankfulneſs and ſolemn Praiſe to the great 
Preferver of Men, much to the Edification, Con- 
ſolation and Eneburugement of ſome preſent ; which 
cauſed us to be humbly 'thinkfol to dur God, who 
ditects His faithful Meſſengers in their Service, to 
ſpeak ſuitably to the States of*the People, publickly 
or privately, either by way of Reproof or Comfort. 
Being favoured with a ſound Mind, and deep Diſ- 


cerning both of that Spirit which ſerves God, and 


that which diſhonours Him, he was divinely open'd 
to look back into his paſt Life in both theſe States, 
and to commemorate the Dealings of Providence 
with him from his Vouth, when the Almighty called 
him from a State of Darltneſs to the Light of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and at length to be a Publiſher 
thereof for the good of Souls. Under the Influ- 
ence of that divine Love, which firſt loved him, he 


Was inclin'd to leave a few Hints, reſpecting the 


Beginning and Progreſs of Truth. in his Soul, to be 
communicated to his Brethren and Siſters; and if 
it may have a Tendeney to ſtir up the pure Mind in 
any, to the Love of God, and to good Works, (the 
natural Product thereof) his Labours of Love will 
be anſwered. 

Firſt then, he was led to give a ſhort Narration 
of" the early Part of his Life, when he was young in 
Vears; at which Seaſon, he faid, He was merci- 
= fally viſited with the Day-ſpring from on high, and 
in the Light of the Lord it was clearly diſcovered 
to him, what he ſbould do, and what he ſhould 


"oh abſtain from; but being addicted to youthful Fol- 


lies and Vanities, he was unwilling to renounce 
© them, 
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them, as well: as, to come up in Obedience to the 
Advice and Admonitions of his faithful, and expe- 


* rienc'd Parents in the Truth. By his Diſobedi- 
* ence, he put out the Candle which the Lord had 
* lighted in his Saul, and continued. for ſome Time, 
* to walk in Darknefs; in which, dark and wilder- 

* neſs, State, the Almighty, for wiſe Purpoſes, by 
him unſeen, ſuffered Satan to try and prove him 
* with various Temptations; not only with the. 


© Glory of temporal, Delights, but with Sins exceed-. 


ing ſinful in tbeir Nature. He had regeived a 
Meaſure of Light and Grace, but he rehelled. 
* again(b it; and though he was, kept from falling 
into groſꝭ Pollutions, yet his vain, light, and airy 
Will, and aſpiring Imagination, was, unwilling to 
45 cn to the Yoke of Chriſt, to follow Him in 
© Humility and Selt-denyal; and as he had, by Tranſ- 
greſſion againſt the inward Law, which is Light, 
© forfeited his Right to the Tree of Life, he found 
no Way for a Return but by the flaming Sword, 
which in an eminent manner ſeemed furbiſned for 
* him, in order to divide the Precious from the Vile, 
d which did execute the fierce Anger of the Lord 
upon his tranſgreſſing Nature, which was ſtrong 
f * unwilling to have Sin deſtroyed both Root and 
Branch. For ſome Lime the Lord executed his 
© juſt Judgments, ſo that his Terrors made him afraid, 
© that his Mercy was clear gone from him for ever, 
* which brought him to deſpair of attaining. Life 


* eternal. 
© But when the Almighty (who redeems Zion 


F through Judgment) was pleaſed to ſay, it was 
B 2 enough; 


L139 

* enough ; and this Diſpenſation of Condemnation 

© had humbled his Spirit, and bowed his Neck to the 
* Yoke of Chriſt, by the powerful Operation of His 
© Spirit, he became as Clay in the Hands of the Pot- 
© ter; and tho? the Miniſtration of Condemnation 
© had been glorious, yet as he became obedient, the 
© Miniſtration of Juſtification | became more glorious, 
© as he could now ſing of Judgment and Mercy — 
1 And as he kept faithful to the Diſcoveries of the 
{If © Light, which now ſhone brighter to the perfect 
Pay, he was preſerved therein from turning again 

* to Folly; knowing, by purchaſed Experience, 
that all who are ſaved from Sin, and perſevere in 
© a Life of Righteouſneſs, muſt walk ſteadily 1 in the 

C Light of the Lord.“. | 
When he was in the Employment of a Shepherd, | 
being alone, he was by the Love of God ſo power- 
fully attracted to love Him again, and all Mankind, 
that under the ſacred Influence and holy Anointing 
thereof, he found the Goſpel of Salvation flowed 
univerſally towards them, and the Word of Life 
ſprang and flowed in his Soul, as if he had been 

| preaching to many People. Thus was the Word 
nigh in his Heart, and the Time was approaching 
that it was to be in his Mouth, to call People to 
come and ſee how good God is. But being appre- 
henſive he was not yet ſufficiently baptized for ſo 

facred a Calling,” he reaſoned with Fleſh and Blood, 
and declined to give up his Name to engage aer 
the Captain of our Salvation, to encounter Sin in 
others; upon which he mention'd his Diſtreſs and 


Fears to his experienced and aged Parent, who an- 
ver 


L 6 2 


ſwer'd him, That if be thus reaſoned, be might ne- 
ver come up in that Duty. Which, no doubt, ſhe 
had a full and confirmed Senſe, was required of 
him by the Almighty. 

And now our dear Friend having undergone ma- 

ny and deep Probations, the great Baptizer and Qua- 
lifier for the Work of the Miniſtry, was pleaſed to 
give him a Diſpenſation of the Goſpel to preach, 
that he might ſhew unto Men the W * of Life and 
Salvation. — And he intimated, That in the 
© Courſe of his Miniſtry, he labour'd to the beſt of 
© his Knowledge, to diſcharge his Duty faithfully ; 
and when ſometimes he miſſed his Way, it was 
through Weakneſs, and not Wilfulneſs.“ And 
let it be obſerved by young Maniſters, that he ſaid, 
He many times ſtood. open to the Advice of his 
* Brethren in the Truth; ſaying, with the royal 
Preacher, Let the Righteous reprove me, and is 
* ſoall be a Kindneſs.” 

Thus as he kept near to Truth, and was pre- 
ſerved in his Love to the Almighty, with a ſingle 
Eye to His Honour and the Proſperity of Truth, he 
was called into more extenſive Service, to viſit the 
Churches in ſeveral Counties; in which Service he 
received the Reward of Peace. 

He alſo dropped a brotherly Caution to young 
Miniſters in a fingle State, who may apprehend a 
Concern to move from their reſpective Meetings, to 
viſit the Brethren, Sc. That they carefully con- 
duct themſelves, in a manner becoming the Goſ- 

* pel they have to preach, that they may adorn it 

in all Things; and watch daily and deeply at Wiſ- 
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dom's Gate, that they may avoid every Snare that 
may be laid for their Feet by the grand Adverſary, 


* who. endeavours by all means to marr the Work 


of Truth, more eſpecially in thoſe who, by divine 
Aid, are engaged to pull down his ſtroag Holds 
of Sin in others.*—- He adviſed, © That they: 
ſhould avoid ſo much as thinking, while in their 


Service, on a Change of Condition; or letting 


their Minds or Eye out after any Object they 
might think a ſuitable Companion in a Marriage 
State; and if any thing of that Import ſhould be 


© fuggeſted by others, to keep clear and. ſhut out 


c 


c 


every Propofition of this Sort, leſt it ſhould prove 
a Hurt to themſelves and to their Service. Al- 


fo, © That ſuch young Miniſters as. mcline to mar- 
© ry, may be careful to marry in the Lord, and to 


I 
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make Choice of a Companion likely to be an 
Help- meet in the Advancement of His Honour, 
and the Proſperity of Truth; and not to let any 
temporal View, either of Riches, or of outward 
Accompliſhments, be the Motive of joining to 
one void of Virtue and true Religion; for theſe 
unwarrantable Purſuits have done much Hurt in 
our Society, and have laid a Foundation for great 
Sorrow, both to themſelves and their Poſterity; 
it being hard, for Perſons of great Wealth and 
Reputation in the World, to ſubmit to the low 
and humble Appearance, Precepts and Doctrines 
of Chriſt in the Heart.” 

He likewiſe obſerved, how he was conducted in 


this important Affair of Marriage. As I was fa- 


voured, ſaid he, to keep a ſingle Eye to the Ho- 


* nour 
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* nour of Truth, Providence was pleaſed to point out 
a ſuitable Boſom- friend, a virtuous religious young 
Woman; induſtrieus, though not poſſeſſed of 
much earthly Riches, but who had a Share of thoſe 
Riches 20h, & not old; and was intruſted, by 
our great Lord and Maſter, with a Talent of Grace, 

which has been improved to His Honqur. In 
every Circumſtance which called me to my Duty 
as a Miniſter, ſhe has not been a Hinderance, but 
a Promoter of the Work, which has reflected Ho- 
nour to the Cauſe Jam engaged in, and hath been 
a Bleſſing to me; and my earneft Deſire is, that 
ſhe may be favuured as an Elder in the Truth; fo 
will ſhe be a Bleſſing to the Church, as well as a 
good Example to our tender Babes. Her pious 
* Inſtruction and Endeavours will be, I truſt, to 
* nurture them in the plain Way of Truth, and not 
only not to indulge, but reſtrain them, where any 
Inclination appears, which may bring Diſhonour 
to the high and holy Profeſſion we make. And if 
my Children ſhould be continued in this danger- 
'ous World, in the Tenderneſs of an endeared Pa- 
rent, if I ſhould be removed from Time to Eter- 
nity in this preſent Weakneſs, I would, recom- 
mendling them to the Bleſſing of the-everlaſting 
Hills, leave them this ſolemn Injunction; To 
Je in Subfeclion to their tender Mother, as one ex- 
perieneed in the Truth; and alſo 1 be careful 
© not 'to rejett the tender Emotions and early'Viſi- 
© tations of Rind Providence, who ſometimes is 
© pleaſed to manifeſt Himſelf in meer Childhood; 

and as they take heed to _ Reprover and Di- 


© rector, 


* 
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* rector, the Spirit of Truth in themſelves, and to 
* the Counſel and Admonitions of an affectionate 
© Parent, I have no doubt but my Wife, as well as 
tender Offspring, will be bleſſed with the Dew of 
* Heaven, and a Sufficiency of temporal Aecommo- 
* dations ſuitable to a Pilgrim State, in which we 
* are while here. And though I leave them but a 
* ſmall worldly Inheritance, I leave them my Exam- 
ple of Induſtry, which, through Mercy, - has pre- 
© ſerved me above Want. I alſo recommend to 
them, To endeavour to be contented in a tow and 
* mean Way, remembring our great Pattern, who 

* though He was Lord of Heaven and the whole 
Earth, denied Himſelf of carthly Accommodati- 
ons to that degree, that he had not whereon to lay 
* His Head.” 

Our dear Friend having delivered what ſeemed to 
affect his Mind reſpecting himſelf and his near na- 
tural Connections, did not forget Zion, for whoſe 


Sake he had not been filent, but both at home and 


abroad, in the Ability communicated by the divine 
Hand, laboured earneſtly for her Reſtoration and 
Return from her preſent Captivity, that it might be 
ſaid to her once more, Thy GoD reigneth. And a 


Concern continuing on his Mind, that ſhe might 


ariſe and ſhalze herſelf from the Duſt of the Earth, 
which hence her Glory and dims her Beauty, he 
obſerved, © That one eminent Cauſe of her ſorrow- 
ful Declenſion, and why ſhe is thus in a ſtrange 
Land, is the fame that occaſioned Iſrael of old to 
go into Captivity. © 1/rael had forſaken the Lord, 
the Fountain of Wiſdom; and the People now 
© have 
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have lean'd too much to their own Underſtand- 
ing, which has been clouded with earthly Views. 
That Eye is darken'd which ſhould have look'd 
ſingly to the Honour of God ; for which Pur- 
poſe He gave us a Being here. Men have had 
a View more to their own Honour, the Gran- 
deur, the Glory, Friendſhips, Reputation, Pro- 
fits and Pleaſures of this Life, which our Lord 
pronounced a Cauſe of Unfruitfulneſs then, and 
which remains to this Day, a great Obſtruction 
to the ſpringing up and Growth of the Seed of 
the Kingdom, in the Hearts of the Children of 
Men in general, and in us as a People in 
particular. In this dark State, many prefume 
to judge of ſpiritual Concerns and Matters; 
determining in favour of their carnal Minds 
and vain Inclinations; forſaking that Simpli- 
city, and godly Sincerity, wherein the firſt Chriſ- 
trans, and our faithful Predeceſſors in the Truth, 
had their Converſation in the World; not in 
the fleſhly Wiſdom thereof, In this Wiſdom 
from below, People are joining Heaven and 
Earth, and claiming an Inheritance in two King- 
doms, notwithſtanding our Saviour aſſures us, 
we cannot ſerve two Maſters But though we 
ſorrowfully ſee many in this dangerous State, 
yet the Lord has not left Himſelf without ſen- 
ſible Witneſſes of His Power and Goodneſs, 
Teſtimony-bearers for His great Name and 
Truth's Sake, both Miniſters, Elders, and ſome 
among the People, who are ſecretly weeping as 
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Arm of Fleſh.— s this Spirit is to be ſtarved 
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between the Porch and the Altar, ſaying, as for- 


* merly, Spare Thy People, Lord, and give them 
© not up to the Reproach of the Heathen.” 
And that all Miniſters and Elders ſhould be 


© unanimous in this great Concern, he adviſed, 


That they be very weighty in their Spirits, 


* and travail deep to come to the Foundation of 


* Light and Life, that they may clearly diſcern the 
* Miſtery and Subtilty of that Wiſdom in which 
* carnal Men, with a ſeeming Sanctity, are en- 
* deayouring to undermme the very Foundation 
© of 'Truth.--—-'That Miniſters be very cautious 
and careful, that they are not led out of the 
Line of Truth, and biak'd by the Affections 
and Pretences of the People, in conſenting to 
* ſpare any thing that appertains to Amalek, be- 
* cauſe the People will have it ſo; but remem- 


ber, the Determination ef the Lord is, that 


* Amalek all be utterly deſtroyed ; and alſo, that 
© we forget not a Remark a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
© pel made formerly, That when the Declenſion 
© appeared meft viſible in the Church, tas ob- 


'* ſerved Minifters and Elders were too remiſs, 


and gave way loo much to the People.” 
Our Friend dropped another Caution to Mini- 
ſters, who muft be ſenſible of the Diſpoſition too 


general among Profeſſors : * That they keep ſtrict- 


© ly to the Motion and Leading of Truth, and 


not gratify that unſtable Mind which feeds on 


©, Words, and thereby places a Dependence on the 


© and 
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and not fed, the Food thus adminiſtred will 
not turn to proper Nouriſhment, but rather 
deſtroy any Remains of Life, or at leaſt hinder 
its Growth. He further adviſed, © That when 
a Miniſter was favoured in a Meeting, he might 
carefully avoid any Elevation on that Account, 
and keeping deeply bowed and humbled, know- 
ing that the Inſtrument is nothing, but He that 
makes uſe. of it, is All in All. And when 
any are thus favoured in meeting with the Re- 
newing of Life, and have partook of the Cup 
of Bleſſing from the Hand of Him who ſuf- 
tains that Life He begets in His Children, that 
every one be careful they loſe not the Savour 
of this precious Ointment, by running into ma- 
ny Words, and unprofitable Diſcourſe in Fami- 
lies; but that their Words be few and ſavoury. 
This would be a good Example, and prevent 
that Lightneſs of Converſation, too viſible a- 
mongſt us as a People, unbecoming our profeſ- 
© ſed Gravity and Chriſtian Deportment.” 

He was very earneſt in recommending to Mi- 
niſters, when they apprehend they are moved to 
that ſolemn Duty of publick Prayer, That they 
© be very humble in their Spirits, and wait for a 
* Certainty, that they are called to be Mouth for 
the People: And, in theſe ſolemn Approaches 
* to the infinite Being, that finite Creatures pre- 
* ſume not to dictate, and inadvertently go about 
to inform Him who knows all Things; for we 
* ſhould be ſhort, pertinent, reverent and awful; 
C 2 * remem- 
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© remembring He, that teaches true Prayer, and 
© leads to pray, has ſaid, hen ye pray, uſe not 
* vain Repetitions, as the Heathen do; for they 
* think that they ſhall be heard for their much 
* ſpeaking, Mat. vi. 7.'--— He alſo adviſed Mi- 
niſters, Not to be careful in Teſtimony for 
© learned Words or high Expreſſions ; - becauſe the 
© Wiſdom of the Creature, no more than the 
© Will of the Creature, can work the Righteouſ- 
* neſs of God. 

He alſo cautioned, © 'That Miniſters may not 
have a View to obtain Riches, either in Mar- 
riage or otherwiſe; thinking thereby, that for 
the future they may be more at Liberty to go 
on the Lord's Errands; for many have found 
their Miſtake herein, and that they have been 
further intangled, and more incumbered.------ 
But if Covetouſneſs be the Motive to . purſue 
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great Wealth, this Diſpoſition is the more un- 


* warrantable, and will end in much Sorrow and 
* Confuſion.” 
He alſo adviſed ſuch as might be required to 


travel in the Service of Truth, That they look 


* not at outward Circumſtances, but follow the 
* Call of the Lord, as he had done in this preſent 
Journey; when he left a tender Wife but juſt 
* recovered from bodily Infirmity, and notwith- 


* ſtanding his own weak State, he witneſſed great 


Peace of Mind, and a Confirmation of being in 


's his Duty,” 


When 
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When any Miniſters are required to leave their 


neareſt temporal Comforts, he exhorted, © That 
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they give up all cheerfully, and go forth in Faith, 
and a Reliance on that Hand which is able and 
willing to ſupport His faithful Servants, who 
have His Honour and Glory more in View than 
any temporal Accommodations.” 

He further adviſed, That in Meetings for 
Diſcipline, Miniſters ſhould labour for a right 
Spirit, and in that be impartial without reſpect of 
Perſons, and particularize Things where neceſ- 
ſary ; for if we ſpeak only in Generals, the Peo- 
ple wave and evade thoſe which may be ſpoken 
to in a ſober, ſolid Spirit, tho“ not by way of 
Preaching.— That Miniſters be careful to be 
temperate in all things, and at all times, and ef- 
pecially in the uſe of Wine and ſtrong Liquors, 
particularly when they attend Meetings; — re- 
membering, under the Law, the Prieſts were 
not to drink Wine nor ſtrong Drink, when they - 
were going to the Tabernacle of the Congregation. 
He likewiſe delivered a Word of Advice to El- 


ders, That they look well to their Calling, whe- 
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ther it be of God or Man only ; and be careful 
to witneſs a proper Qualification for that impor- 
tant Office. That they would conſider, it is ne- 
ceſſary they be baptized with the ſame Baptiſm 
with the Miniſters, and know a drinking of the 
ſame Cup of ſuffering for, and cleanſing from Sin, 
and know a being dipped into the States of the 
Church, and a ſuffering with and for the Seed 


© in 


[jj > Sa 


0 
0 
[ 
0 
c 
6 
c 
[4 
c 
[4 
c 
8 
E: 
c 
0 
0 
c 
0 
[ 
& 
4 
* 


10 
in Bondage. They, as well as the Miniſters, 
muſt be cloathed with Humility. They muſt be 
Enſamples to the Flock. They ſhould ſympa- 


thize with them, as well as admoniſh and re- 
buke with all Authority, Meekneſs and Long- 


ſuffeting.” 
© 'Thus ſhould Miniſters and Elders be very 


careful, that their Faith may produce conſiſtent 
Fruits, and that the ſame may appear in the chriſ- 
tian Education of their Children, and in their 
Conduct towards them. 'That they rule well 
their own: Houſes; or how ſhall they be fit to 
take the Care of the Church ;---- And though it 
muſt be a ſuperior Power that muſt effect a Change 
in the vain Inclinations of Youth, who are much 
addicted to Pride and Vanity; yet it is the indiſ- 
penſible Duty of Parents, not to comply with or 
gratify ſuch Deſires, as evidently diſhonour the 
Truth we profeſs; but on the contrary, to re- 
ſtrain them while under their Care, and main- 
tained at their Expence,---- It would alſo be of 
great Advantage, if the Wives of Minifters and 
Elders conſidered, and carefully obſerved, the 
Stations of their Husbands in the Church, that 
they bring no Reproach on the Truth; and re- 
member the Apoſtle's Deſcription, particularly of 
ſuch Women, That they be grave, ſober, and 
/atibful in all Things, Teachers of good Things, 
and jointly, with their Huſbands, rule their own 


* Houſes well.----- That Minifters and Elders be 
careful to remove every Obſtruction, which may 


* hinder 
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© hinder an harmonious Labeur in them all, for the 
© Promotion of Truth; and be willing that the 
Image of Gold, Silver, Iron, Clay, Sc. which 
© hinders the true Goſpel Unity from being fully 
maintained among us, be deſtroyed by the Stone 
cut out of the — without Hands, by that 
inviſible Power which alone can ſubdue, and bring 
© every thing into Order; the Order and Direction 
of His Spirit, in whom the whole Building is 
* fitly framed together, and groweth into an holy 
Temple in the Lord.” 

Having freely delivered the above Hints, which 
reſted at times on his Mind, he addreſſed himſelf 
as to his Brethren in the Truth in great Love, 
© Committing and commending every one to God, 
* and to the Word of His Grace and good Spirit, 
which is able to qualify and furnifh for every good 
Word and Service in the Church; for whoſe Sake, 
continued be, I have travelled in the Deeps ; and 
now, in the ſeeming Concluſion of my Time, 1 
witneſs renewed Peace, and divine Refreſhment, 
and with my languiſhing Breath, under the Influ- 
ence of Goſpel Love, I am enabled to pray for 
the Peace of our Zion, that Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs may proſper within her Gates, and the Sal- 
vation of our God may be yet appointed as Walls 
and Bulwarks about her Citics.---- This is what I 
continue earneſtly to wiſh, not only for my Bre- 
thren and fellow Members, but for every one who 
may receive the Invitation of God's Love, and be 


obedient to the Dictates of His Spirit, and ſo be- 
come 
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come Inhabitants of -this holy City, the City of 
the great King, who 1s ever worthy to rule and 
reign in the Hearts of the People. 
Thus having relieved my Spirit, there remains 


nothing, but to deſire my endeared Love may be 


remembered to my affectionate Wife, (who 1 de- 
ſire may not grieve beyond Meaſure, but freely 


reſign me into the Hands of my faithful Creator, ) 
alſo to my dear Children, with my dear aged Parents 
and Relations according to the Fleſh; telling 
them, That through the continued Loving-kind- 
neſs of a merciful Saviour, it is well with me, 
and I am favoured with a comfortable Evidence, 
that if I am removed with the preſent Weakneſs 
of Body, He will receive me into the Arms of 
His Mercy ; and that I go to their God, and my 
God, to their Father, and my Father, to join 
the heavenly Hoſt, in ever magnifying His Love 
and Mercy, who hath loved and waſhed us in the 
Blood of the immaculate Lamb : 'To whom, with 
the Father, through the holy Spirit, be Glory, 
Honour and Praiſe, now and eternally in the 
Heavens. Amen. | 


